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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Slates of America in Congress assembled: 

The petition of the undersigned, citizens of the parish of Natchitoches, 
State of Louisiana, respectfully represents: 

That the navigation of Red river is almost excluded from the Mississippi, 
by reason of a large sand-bar formed at the mouth of Red river. That 
there is great danger of Red river running into the Atchafalaya. That 
this suspension of the navigation of our river operates a vast detriment to 
the agricultural, commercial, and military interests of the Red river region. 

Your petitioners suggest that there is a cheap remedy for these evils: 
that by reopening and clearing out the bayou Cut-off, the navigation of 
Red river may easily be restored to the Mississippi river. This bayou 
unites the Mississippi and Red river about fifteen miles above the mouth 
of the latter river, and is about three miles long, and was commonly navi¬ 
gated by barges until the introduction of steamboats on Red river. That 
this bayou has been closed for several years past, by individual interfer¬ 
ence, by a levee on the Mississippi; but, as this bayou has been navigable 
from time immemorial, no individual has a right to close a navigable stream 
in Louisiana. 

Petitioners further suggest that the falls at Alexandria, Louisiana, may 
easily be rendered navigable, either by a canal in the soft rock, or by a 
wing dam or dams on the rock, joining the head of the dam to the river 
bank, and forming a canal of about one hundred feet wide between the 
dams, as per plan and map annexed. 

Petitioners pray that the remains of the great raft in Red river above 
Shreveport may be removed, or a canal cut across the large bend of the 
river in which the raft has lately formed. 

Wherefore petitioners pray that your honorable body would cause a re- 
connoissance and estimates to be made of these improvements, and would 
appropriate a reasonable sum of money to accomplish these works, and 
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thereby save Red river from being entitely excluded from the Missis¬ 
sippi. 

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. &c. 

Natchitoches, La., May 1, 1848. 
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